LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

LETTER VI
(The same)

" Was there no drawback," you ask me, " in
permitting Cecilia thus to read and to listen? "
" Would it not have been better, etc.? " I abbre-
viate, I do not transcribe all your observations,
because they pained me. Perhaps it would have
been better to have made her learn more, or less,
or something different; perhaps there was some
drawback, etc. But recoiled that my daughter
and I are not a romance, nor a moral lesson, nor an
example to be cited. I loved my daughter above
everything; nothing, it seems to me, divided my
attention or weighed against her interests in my
heart. After receiving your letter I sat down
opposite to Cecilia; I watched her sewing with
skill, activity, and animation. With my mind full
of what you had written my eyes filled with tears;
she began to play the piano to enliven me. I sent
her to the other end of the town; she came and
went without discomfort, although it was very
cold. Some tedious visitors arrived; she was
gentle, obliging, and gay. The young lord prayed
her to accept a concert ticket; his offer pleased her
but at a glance from me she refused it, with a very
good grace. I am going to bed with an easy mind.
I do not think I have brought her up badly. I am
not going to reproach myself. The impression
made by your letter is almost effaced. If my daugh-
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